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“It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife” (Austen 5). This is the first, and most famous, sentence of Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice. Right away, this sentence sets the scene. The book deals with marriage and finding a husband or wife and is very amusing to read but reading it more carefully shows that there is actually more to it than just an amusing story about finding suitable spouses. One way of close examining a text is by looking at metaphors in this text and analysing them. This is exactly what will be discussed in this thesis: which metaphorical concepts are present in Pride and Prejudice and how do they manifest themselves in the text.
I will show that there is more to Pride and Prejudice by analysing three marriage metaphors according to the theory on metaphors that George Lakoff and Mark Johnson describe in Metaphors We Live By (1980). These three metaphorical concepts are: MARRIAGE IS A MARKET, MARRIAGE IS A BUSINESS DEAL and SINGLE PEOPLE ARE MERCHANDISE. Lakoff and Johnson’s theory is very interesting to use for this particular book because their theory is based on manifestations of metaphorical concepts in everyday language. In Pride and Prejudice, much of the conversation is literally represented. Many dialogues can literally be followed which makes it possible to study the everyday language used and analyse possible metaphorical concepts, in other words, metaphors early nineteenth-century Britain lived by. It must be noted that this language may not represent the exact language of nineteenth-century society but rather that it is nineteenth-century spoken language according to Jane Austen. 
Metaphors are an interesting subject because they can help interpret a text. They can give insight into this text and in how people at the time thought about marriage, about getting married and about single people, especially because the actual conversations are represented and not just the author’s ideas on the subject. Metaphors can also give insight into the author’s thoughts on the subject. They can show if the author agrees with the thoughts the characters have on a subject or if he or she has completely different ideas. 
Many authors have written on metaphors in Pride and Prejudice. Daniel A. Segal  and Richard Handler describe the dance metaphor in the text. They see dance as a metaphor for marriage. They believe that “courtship in general, and dance in particular, can lead to marriage—and to the complementary alternative, the rejection of a potential spouse—precisely because they are in many ways marriage-like, without having the finality and exclusiveness of marriage itself” (324). Pamela Steele does not focus on marriage in the book, but on health. She argues that “the vulnerability of the human frame supplies [Austen’s] metaphor” (152). For example, she connects “unbounded energy” with “deficiency in character,” fever with learning and physical weakness with wisdom. Joel Weinsheimer discusses the role chance plays in Jane Austen’s novels. He describes marriage as a lottery. He writes that, “ the entail typifies the financial insecurity of the middle-class woman, which participation in the marriage lottery is intended to remedy” (407). He has also examined manifestations of this metaphor in the text by looking at literal language. He found examples such as “I am not one of those young ladies (if such young ladies there are) who are so daring as to risk their happiness since the chance of being asked a second time” (413). Finally, Karen Newman writes that in Pride and Prejudice marriage can be read “as a metaphor for self-knowledge, the overcoming of egoism and the mark of psychic development” (693-4). In some texts on Pride and Prejudice on the internet, marriage is referred to as the marriage market but this is never accompanied by examples from the text. It is striking that most of the metaphors described are on marriage. However, the three metaphorical concepts that will be discussed here have not been discussed in any detail before.
A brief summary of George Lakoff and Mark Johnson’s theory will follow and, after this summary, an analysis of the three marriage metaphors with a description of the manifestations in the text and an interpretation of their meaning. 


2. Lakoff & Johnson
2.1 Metaphorical Concepts

Most people believe metaphors to be nothing but tropes, a device used in poetic or rhetorical language. In Metaphors We Live By, however, George Lakoff and Mark Johnson argue that metaphors occur in everyday language. They even go further by claiming metaphors are present in our thoughts and actions. They say “our ordinary conceptual system, in terms of which we both think and act, is fundamentally metaphorical in nature” (3). Without knowing it, we use metaphors on a daily basis in our language, thought and in the way we experience things because our conceptual system is largely metaphorical. 
Lakoff and Johnson explore our conceptual system by looking at language. They argue that as “communication is based on the same conceptual system that we use in thinking and acting, language is an important source of evidence for what that system is like” (3) . They use ARGUMENT IS WAR as an example. There are manifestations of this metaphorical concept in everyday language: “Your claims are indefensible,” “I demolished his argument,” “I’ve never won an argument with him” and “If you use that strategy, he’ll wipe you out.”
ARGUMENT IS WAR is not just a way of talking about argument. Many of our actions during an argument are actually structured  by the concept of war. It is a metaphor “that we live by in this culture; it structures the actions we perform in arguing” (4). We do not actually do battle with each other physically, but there certainly is a “verbal battle,” including attack and defence. Metaphorical concepts can be different in other cultures. There might be cultures which do not consider argument in terms of battle or war. Lakoff and Johnson suggest we imagine a culture in which argument is structured in terms of a dance. Argument would not be a case of attack, defence and counterattack, but of performers who try to perform in “a balanced and aesthetically pleasing way” (5). This brings them to what they believe is the essence of metaphor, which is “understanding and experiencing one kind of thing in terms of another” (5). Metaphorical concepts are not limited to language, however. Lakoff and Johnson also claim our thought processes are for a large part metaphorical. In the case of Pride and Prejudice, the marriage market is not a real place that can be visited where single men and women are displayed at a stall, but the way society views single men and women is structured by the three marriage metaphors. 
According to Lakoff and Johnson, metaphors do not function on their own, but as a system of metaphors leading back to one metaphorical concept. This metaphorical concept can have various entailment metaphors. The metaphorical concept is not necessarily mentioned literally in the text. It can manifest itself through these entailments or entailments of entailments. The metaphorical concept TIME IS MONEY, for example, entails the metaphorical concept TIME IS A LIMITED RESOURCE which, in turn, entails TIME IS A VALUABLE COMMODITY. These metaphorical concepts are typical of our culture. According to Lakoff and Johnson, “we understand and experience time as the kind of thing that can be spent, wasted, budgeted, invested wisely or poorly, saved, or squandered” (8). Again, this metaphor is not present in all cultures. It is typically present in the language of modern industrialised societies. These metaphorical concepts manifest themselves through metaphorical expressions, such as, ‘You are wasting my time’ and ‘I’ve invested a lot of time in her’. Lakoff and Johnson write that some of the expressions refer to money (spend, invest, budget, cost), some to limited resources (run out of, use up, use) and the remaining expressions to valuable commodities ( have, give, lose). 
Metaphorical concepts and their entailment metaphorical concepts form a “coherent system of metaphorical concepts and a corresponding coherent system of metaphorical expressions for those concepts”(9). The three metaphorical concepts in Pride and Prejudice also form a system in this manner. MARRIAGE IS A BUSINESS DEAL and SINGLE PEOPLE ARE MERCHANDISE are both entailments of MARRIAGE IS A MARKET. 


2.2 Highlighting and Hiding


Metaphorical structuring, according to Lakoff and Johnson, is always partial and never total. It can never be total because the two concepts would, in that case, be exactly the same thing instead of one concept structuring another. The part of the metaphorical concept which does not fit is left out because it is not relevant. On the other hand, metaphorical structuring also keeps the focus off certain aspects of a concept because these aspects do not fit in with that metaphor. So part of a concept is highlighted, while other parts remain hidden. Lakoff and Johnson use ARGUMENT IS WAR as an example. In this metaphorical concept, we focus on the aspect of attack and defence in arguments. This aspect of the metaphor, therefore, is highlighted. What is left out, however, is that you also have a cooperative aspect to argument. Lakoff and Johnson write that the person you are having an argument with could also be seen as someone who is “giving you his time, a valuable commodity, in an effort at mutual understanding” (10). But the cooperative aspect of argument is hidden because we use the metaphorical concept ARGUMENT IS WAR. Metaphorical concepts thus always have a part which is used and an unused part. 
The metaphorical concept Lakoff and Johnson use to show how the used part and the unused part work is THEORIES ARE BUILDINGS. The part of the metaphor which is being used manifests itself in expressions such as “Is that the foundation of your theory” and “The theory needs more support” (46). Buildings, however, have aspects beside the outer shell and construction. They have doors, windows, a roof, rooms, hallways, etc. These aspects of buildings are unused in our everyday language when using the metaphor. But Lakoff and Johnson also give examples of what they say is usually called “figurative or imaginative language” (52). These arise when the unused part of the metaphorical concept is used. According to them, there are three different kinds of imaginative metaphor. The first kind are extensions of the used part of a metaphor, for example, “These facts are the bricks and mortar of my theory” (53). Just like in the used part of the metaphorical concept, there is a reference to the outer shell of the building but in this case the exact materials which are used are mentioned. The second kind are instances of the unused part of the literal metaphor, e.g. “His theory has thousands of little rooms and long, winding corridors” (53). Finally, there are instances of novel metaphor. In this case the metaphor brings about a completely new way of thinking about something (“Classical theories are patriarchs who father many children, most of whom fight incessantly” (52)). This can also be applied to the three marriage metaphors in Pride and Prejudice. In MARRIAGE IS A MARKET, for example, the used part of the metaphor occurs when merchandise you can admire, compare and choose is described. But, occasionally, merchandise will fall on the ground and break. Single men and women are not compared to broken merchandise and, therefore, this is an unused part of the metaphor. 


2.3 Coherence and Consistency

Lakoff and Johnson mention that metaphorical concepts can be coherent or consistent. Consistent metaphors “form a single image,” while coherent metaphors are “subcategories of a major category and therefore share a major common entailment” (44). They do not form a single image but they “fit together.” The writers use two metaphors to clarify this idea. When we look at TIME IS A MOVING OBJECT (“Time flies.” “The time will come.” “The time for action has arrived.” etc.) and TIME IS STATIONARY AND WE MOVE THROUGH IT (“We’re approaching the end of the year.” “As we go through the years.” etc) it can be noticed they do not form one single image. In the first case, we stand still and time moves. In the second case, we move while time stands still. But, as Lakoff and Johnson describe it, the two metaphorical concepts do share one “major common entailment.” From our point of view, time goes past us, from front to back. Because of this shared entailment, the two concepts fit together and, therefore, are coherent even when they are not consistent. In Pride and Prejudice MARRIAGE IS A MARKET and SINGLE PEOPLE ARE MERCHANDISE form a single image together. Marriage is seen as a market you can go to in order to find the merchandise you need. The merchandise is displayed at the different stalls. Because these two metaphorical concepts form a single image, they are consistent according to Lakoff and Johnson’s theory. MARRIAGE IS A BUSINESS DEAL, however, is not consistent. It fits in because at a market, when buying merchandise, a deal has to be made in order to purchase something. However, the business deal metaphor also reaches beyond the idea of a market because it involves settlements and contracts. This metaphorical concept fits in with the other two but, since it does not form the exact same image, it is coherent with the other two in stead of consistent.
It is important to note that conceptual metaphors can vary in different cultures. Lakoff and Johnson use TIME IS MONEY because this is typically associated with our Western culture. This metaphorical concept is typical for modern industrialised societies but there are cultures where this is not the case. 










3.2 MARRIAGE IS A MARKET

While closely reading Pride and Prejudice, much evidence can be found to support the claim that the metaphorical concept MARRIAGE IS A MARKET is present. The market aspect of the metaphor is to be taken literally. It is actually the place with different stalls where you go to compare, pick out and buy things you wish to buy. The manifestations of the metaphorical concept in the text will be discussed in the chronological order of a market visit. 
The first sentence of Pride and Prejudice is: “It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune must be in want of a wife” (5). This sentence  is a good example of why marriage was considered a market and shows why anyone would go to this “market.” Single men with a fortune are not looking for love, or a companion. They just need a wife and go looking for one.  She can be picked up at the local store or, in this case, a marketplace. 
Before a market starts, the merchandise will be displayed by the stallholders. In this metaphorical concept, single people are the merchandise, which will be discussed later on in this chapter. The focus will here be on the display of the merchandise, not the merchandise itself. This part of the metaphor mainly, though not exclusively, manifests itself through words as “display,” “performs,” “present,” and “exhibit.” These words are all used to describe single women. This gives the impression they are objects which need to be shown to prospective “buyers” because these words are normally used for objects which are for sale. 
Starting with “display”, this word can be found in the text on several occasions in descriptions of single young ladies. During a visit at Longbourn, where the Bennets live, from the Netherfield party, the ladies play the piano forte. Netherfield is the house where Mr. Bingley is staying together with his sisters, Mr. Darcy and Mr. Hurst. When Mary, one of the Miss Bennets, has her turn she is described as being “always impatient for display” (25). After Elizabeth has received the explanatory letter from Mr. Darcy who writes about the conduct of her sister, Jane, she thinks back to Jane’s behaviour at meetings with Mr. Bingley. She agrees with Mr. Darcy when she feels that “Jane’s feelings, though fervent, were little displayed, and that there was a constant complacency in her air and manner, not often united with great sensibility” (202). The lack of display is a problem here. Mr. Darcy is not convinced of her feelings for his friend. He, for this reason, persuades Mr. Bingley to back off and refrain from proposing to Jane. Mr. Bingley is tempted to put in an “offer” but his friend persuades him to stay away from Netherfield and Jane. In another case, the word “display” is not actually mentioned, but Miss Bingley can be regarded as putting herself on display for Mr. Darcy because she wants to marry him. The Netherfield party is assembled in a room when she gets up and walks about the room. Mr. Darcy does not notice but the narrator does comment on her manoeuvre: “Her figure was elegant, and she walked well” (55).
Next to “display,” “exhibit” and related words are also used to describe women, as if they are merchandise and need to be exhibited for all to see. When Jane has fallen ill and is staying at Netherfield, Elizabeth walks three miles to visit her. When she arrives, her clothes are not fit for her to be seen in since they are covered in mud. She does not care about this herself but Miss Bingley comments on the state of her clothing and, afterwards, says to Mr. Darcy: “I am inclined to think that you would not wish to see your sister [italics not mine] make such an exhibition” (36). At the Netherfield ball, Mary, again, takes her place behind the piano and starts to perform: “Such an opportunity of exhibiting was delightful to her, and she began her song” (98). Elizabeth is very embarrassed by this performance, since her sister is not very talented in this respect, and she urges her father to stop her sister from singing another song. Her father responds by telling Mary: “That will do extremely well, child. You have delighted us long enough. Let the other young ladies have time to exhibit” (98). 
Another word that fits the metaphorical concept MARRIAGE IS A MARKET, is “present.” Ladies are presented for the rest of the world to see, just like a stallholder will present their goods. The first example occurs when, at an assembly, both Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy are not dancing and Mr. Lucas takes it upon himself to change this situation. He says, “My dear Miss Eliza, why are not you dancing?—Mr Darcy, you must allow me to present this young lady to you as a very desirable partner” (27). Interestingly, Elizabeth is presented by someone other than her own parents. She is presented to Mr. Darcy by her neighbour. Apparently, other people than the owners can also present merchandise. The second example occurs when Mr. Collins comes to Longbourn for a visit and discusses the daughter of his patroness, Miss de Bourgh and Mrs. Bennet asks him “has she been presented?” (66). 
When something is taken “out,” it is normally taken from a place where nobody can see it and brought to a place where can be seen. In the text “out” is also used for single girls who before that time are not considered to be available for marriage but, after being out, will be. When Charlotte is finally getting married, her younger sisters are glad because that gives them the chance to be “out” sooner since Charlotte is now engaged, “The younger girls formed hopes of coming out a year or two sooner than they might otherwise have done” (120). The new merchandise will not be taken out before the old has been sold. During Elizabeth’s visit to her friend Charlotte in Hunsford, Lady Catherine asks her, “Are any of your younger sisters out, Miss Bennet?” (162). As it turns out, all of her younger sisters are out, and this greatly surprises Lady Catherine. Younger sisters are not meant to be “displayed” before the older ones are “sold.” Furthermore, a performance is often necessary to draw the attention of “shoppers.” When Elizabeth is playing the piano forte at an assembly, her “performance was pleasing, though by no means capital” (25). 
Up to this point, the only “objects” on display seem to be the women. However, women are not the only ones who need to perform. Men need to be displayed too, as is shown by evidence in the text. Mr. Lucas remarks to Mr. Darcy that his friend, while dancing, “performs delightfully” (26). This is the only time in the text where it is mentioned that a man is performing. Men, however, do not have the same opportunities to perform or exhibit as women do. In Pride and Prejudice,  men do not sing or play the piano forte in public. However, in other Jane Austen novels, men do sing in public. In Emma, for example, Frank Churchill sings a duet with Jane Fairfax at a gathering. Men have opportunities to perform, but, in Pride and Prejudice, they limit themselves to dancing. Dance is a very important form of performing since, according to Segal and Handler, it can lead to marriage. Miss de Bourgh is not capable of performing at all, nor can she be presented. Her health will not allow it. But her mother is “confident that she would have performed delightfully” (169), had she been able to. 
This part of the metaphor, in which the merchandise is on display for everybody to see, is mainly about single women. They need to be shown to find a suitable partner to marry which suggests they do not play an active role on the marriage market. Interestingly, Mr. Bingley, in the only example which concerns a man, does seem to play an active role. He is the performer which suggests he has control over the situation. Most of the examples concerning women are about being on display, presented or out, which suggests someone else has control over them. All these examples suggest women do not play an active role. The only exception is Miss the Bourgh. Her mother thinks she would have performed very well had her health allowed it. But in fact, she is not able to so because of her health, and this means she does not play an active role on the marriage market either. 
The next step at a market is admiring and comparing what is on display. There are many examples from the text in which the word “admire” is actually mentioned. The first time the Netherfield party attends a ball in Hertfordshire, they draw the attention of everybody in the room. Mr. Hurst does not seem to be worth their trouble so the young men left to be compared are Mr. Bennet and Mr. Darcy: “The gentlemen pronounced [Mr. Darcy] to be a fine figure of a man, the ladies declared he was much handsomer than Mr. Bingley, and he was looked at with great admiration for about half the evening” (12). After the ball, Mrs. Bennet is very pleased because she “had seen her eldest daughter much admired by the Netherfield party” and she says, “Jane was so admired, nothing could be like it” (14). Although most examples are about women, Mr. Darcy is also admired. Apparently, men are also presented for the women to admire.  
In the next example, “admire” is not literally mentioned, but it shows how Mr. Darcy, reluctantly, starts to admire Elizabeth: “Though he detected with a critical eye more than one failure of perfect symmetry in her form, he was forced to acknowledge her figure to be light and pleasing” (24). Later on, Elizabeth is wondering why Mr. Darcy is looking at her because she “hardly knew how to suppose that she could be an object of admiration to so great a man” (50). This also shows that the quality of the “merchandise” varies. Great men, such as Mr. Darcy, will be looking for more qualities in a woman than other men, less grand. The fact that Mr. Darcy is looking for a woman with many good qualities is also shown when he mentions to Elizabeth which qualities a woman should possess. He enumerates all of them and Elizabeth wonders if such a woman even exists. He seems to change his mind because he marries Elizabeth while she does not possess many of the talents he describes. That same evening, Mr. Darcy remarks that he will not join Elizabeth and Miss Bingley for their turn about the room because he “can admire [them] much better” (55) as he sits by the fire . Since this was Miss Bingley’s intent in the first place, his reaction is adequate, though slightly bold. 
Miss Bingley notices Mr. Darcy’s growing admiration for Elizabeth and she is jealous of her. This worries Mr. Darcy and he “wisely resolved to be particularly careful that no sign of admiration should now escape him” (59). At a market, buyers also often pretend to be less interested than they really are in order to get a better price. Although the reason for this behaviour is slightly different, since Mr. Darcy does not want to get Elizabeth’s hopes up, not the price down, the behaviour is still what it would be at a market. Not all of the buyers behave in this manner. Mr. Bingley, for example, makes his intentions very clear which results in a general expectation of a commitment between Jane and him. Mr. Wickham behaves in a manner opposite to Mr. Darcy’s manner. He is very interested in the merchandise while he is not able to afford it. He charms Elizabeth and singles her out but a marriage between the two, or a “purchase,” can never happen because neither can afford it. In Charlotte’s opinion, acting less interested  in a possible partner is a bad idea. She tells Elizabeth acting more interested is the best way to fix a partner as soon as possible. In the end, Mr. Darcy is the only character who acts less interested than he really is. 
More examples follow when the Bennet girls are described as being “not the only objects of Mr. Collins’s admiration” (64), when Miss Bingley tells Jane “her brother greatly admires Miss Darcy” (117), when Mr. Wickham remembers that Elizabeth was “the first to be admired” (149) and when of Colonel Fitzwilliam it is said that “he certainly admired [Elizabeth]” (177). Finally, there is an example in which “admire” is not literally mentioned but is certainly present when Charlotte suspects Mr. Darcy of “being partial to [Elizabeth]” (176). It seems that most of the admiring is done by the gentlemen. The women are mainly admired for their accomplishments, performance and beauty, while men seem to be admired because of their fortune and position in society. This fits in with the display part of the metaphor. The display and exhibiting is done by the ladies so the admiring is, naturally, done by the gentlemen. The marriage market is also used to admire merchandise which can never be purchased. Mr. Wickham and Colonel Fitzwilliam both admire Elizabeth but neither of them can afford to marry her. They both need to marry a rich women to be able to live comfortably. Going to the market and admiring the merchandise, however, does not cost a thing. 
Closely related to admiring, are “notice” and “attention.” There is no point in displaying and exhibiting, if the notice of the opposite sex is not drawn. There are, again, enough examples to show this part of the metaphorical concept. The first example is early on in the text during a ball. When the Netherfield party enters the room, “Mr. Darcy soon drew the attention of the room by his fine, tall person, handsome features, noble mien” (12). This shows that men are admired too, and not just women. At the same ball, Mr. Darcy thinks there is nobody present worthy of giving attention to when he says, “I am in no humour at present to give consequence to young ladies who are slighted by other men” (13) but soon afterwards his attention is drawn by Elizabeth when “he began to find [her face] was rendered uncommonly intelligent by the beautiful expression of her dark eyes” (24). Mr. Darcy keeps looking at her and Elizabeth notices but cannot figure out why “she drew his notice” (50). Though Elizabeth is drawing Mr. Darcy’s attention without trying, Miss Bingley is trying very hard to attract some of his attention without receiving any. She walks about the room ready to be admired but “Darcy, at whom it was all aimed, was still inflexibly studious” (55). Mr. Darcy’s attention is only drawn when Elizabeth joins her in her turn about the room. 
Mr. Wickham is another character who gives much attention to the opposite sex although he, in the end, never proceeds to “purchasing” anything until Mr. Darcy finally makes him marry Lydia. The first object of his attention is Elizabeth but she is too poor for him to marry her. He then focuses on Miss King and her ten thousand pounds but “his present pursuit could not make him forget that Elizabeth had been the first to excite and to deserve his attention” ( 149). His pursuit of Miss King clearly has nothing to do with affection since “he paid her not the smallest attention, till her grandfather’s death made her mistress of this fortune” (151). At this point, Elizabeth still respects Mr. Wickham because she realizes he has to have something to live on after he gets married. But after she has found out his true character, she changes her mind: “His attentions to Miss King were now the consequence of views solely and hatefully mercenary” (201). 
There seem to be two reasons for attracting someone’s attention. The first is looks or character. The second one is money. The Bennet girls are known for their beauty where they live. They attract much attention although they are not rich. Miss Bingley, however, is wealthy but she does not succeed in attracting Mr. Darcy’s attention. Mr. Darcy can afford to consider other options because he is rich himself. Miss King is described as being unattractive and she does not receive much attention until she inherits a large sum of money. There is an exception, however. Charlotte is very plain and not very wealthy but she manages to find a partner who can provide her with a comfortable life. 
The attention Mr. Bingley shows for Jane worries his friend and sister. She is not valuable enough, since she has no money and no connections, and they stop him from asking her to marry him. Mr. Darcy explains this in his letter to Elizabeth. He first writes that he had noticed that “Bingley’s attentions to [her] sister had given rise to a general expectation of their marriage” (192). Subsequently, he writes that he was also watching Jane at the time and “that though she received his attentions with pleasure, she did not invite them by any participation of sentiment” (192). Both Jane and Elizabeth are not very eager to perform. Elizabeth only plays the piano when she is forced to do so. Jane does not play the piano in public. Both of them do dance but they do not try to draw attention like their two youngest sisters do. Nevertheless, they attract the attention of two wealthy men and end up marrying them. Apparently, Jane Austen believes there is something to say for behaving normal and not trying to attract attention.
The last examples involve the youngest two Bennet sisters. While they are walking to Meryton with their sisters and Mr. Collins they are involved in the conversation. But as soon as they arrive, “the attention of the younger ones was then no longer to be gained by him [italics not mine]” (71). They are immediately looking for more interesting objects and soon find one when Mr. Wickham is first mentioned in the text: “But the attention of every lady was soon caught up by a young man, whom they had never seen before, a most gentlemanlike appearance, walking with an officer on the other side of the way” (71). The officers remain Lydia’s only object of attention. When she is to travel with the regiment to Brighton, she imagines “herself the object of attention, to tens and to scores of them at present unknown” (224). 
Again, most of the attention is paid by the gentlemen to the ladies. There are, however, two exceptions: Mr. Wickham and Mr. Darcy. The latter is greatly admired by everybody at a ball and the former attracts the attention of all the women while walking through Meryton, a town the Bennet sisters often walk to.  Mr. Darcy draws everyone’s attention because of his looks but, more importantly, because he has ten thousand pounds a year. Mr. Wickham has no wealth at all and is, therefore, solely admired for his looks and manners and he only attracts  the attention of the ladies. He is not valuable and, therefore, not interesting for parents or other men. He is not a worthy connection. 
With drawing attention also comes temptation. Temptation, or lack of it, to buy something. Mr. Darcy remarks that Elizabeth is “is tolerable; but not handsome enough to tempt me” (13) and Elizabeth, in turn, talks about temptation with her aunt when they discuss Elizabeth’s relationship with Mr. Wickham: “How can I promise to be wiser than so many of my fellow-creatures if I am tempted, or how am I even to know that it would be wisdom to resist?” (143). Both Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy seem to be tempted by looks, not fortune. In the end, though, personality plays the most important role in falling in love.  Mr. Darcy says he is not tempted by Elizabeth because she is not pretty enough, not because she is not rich enough. Subsequently, he starts to admire her for her fine eyes and pretty face. He truly falls in love with her only when he gets to know her and admires her character. Elizabeth is tempted by Mr. Wickham. He is handsome and he has fine manners, but he lacks fortune. Her aunt warns her not to act upon this attraction and Elizabeth indeed does not because she acknowledges this would not be a wise decision. When she finds out Wickham’s true character, she is no longer tempted by him in any way. Therefore, she values character over looks. 
Elizabeth is not tempted by fortune alone. She has the opportunity to marry Mr. Darcy but she refuses him because she disapproves of his character. Her father, on the other hand, did marry his wife because she was handsome. He was “captivated by youth and beauty” (228) and, subsequently, married a partner unequal to him in character. Very soon after his marriage, he loses respect for his wife and all affection disappears. Elizabeth has noticed her parents’ marriage is not very good, and she tries to ignore it but she is often ashamed of the way her father treats his wife. 
What is interesting, is that both men and women are tempted by the other sex.  When a couple marries because they are attracted to each other’s looks, however, they are never happy marriages. The best example is the marriage between Lydia and Wickham. She is attracted to him because he is handsome and an officer. Lydia is pretty and lively and Wickham does not mind taking her with him to London when he has to leave anyway. But he never planned to marry her. Mr. Darcy forces him to marry Lydia, however, and they end up moving from place to place. Their affection for each other soon vanishes: “His affection for her soon sunk into indifference; her’s lasted a little longer” (366).  Jane Austen seems to make a case against marriages that are brought about by outer beauty instead of inner beauty.
The next step in the shopping process is  to study, value and compare the merchandise. While members of the opposite sex are being observed, they are often compared to their peers, as interested party would do at a market. They normally do not buy the first object they find, unless it is an extraordinary object, but compare the merchandise to other available ones first. When Mr. Bingley and Mr. Darcy enter the room where a large party is assembled, Mr. Darcy is admired right away because he is handsome and tall. But as soon as those present find out how much money he has, twice the amount Mr. Bingley has, he is declared to be even more handsome and much more attractive than Mr. Bingley. Both men are valued by everyone in the room and Mr. Darcy turns out to be more valuable because he is richer. However, when his character turns out to have serious flaws, it is decided he is not as handsome as he seemed to be at first. Apparently, character is also of importance when a single man is compared to another man. Mr. Bingley, though not as rich, is now favourite because he is a pleasanter kind of man and not as proud as Mr. Darcy is. 
Later on, Mr. Darcy is compared to someone else again by Charlotte when he is at Rosings Park with his cousin: “[Colonel Fitzwilliam] was beyond comparison the pleasantest man; he certainly admired her, and his situation in life was most eligible; but, to counter balance these advantages, Mr. Darcy had considerable patronage in the church, and his cousin could have none at all” (177). Charlotte has her own opinion on money and character. At the assembly, nobody liked Mr. Darcy because of his conceited behaviour. Charlotte, however, is willing to overlook the flaws in his character because he is a man of great means.  She hopes Elizabeth will marry him even though neither of them likes him. She thinks happiness in marriage is to be gained by marrying someone who can offer a secure future rather than by marrying someone with a compatible character. 
At a later meeting, Mr. Wickham is compared to the other officers when the conclusion is drawn that the “officers of the -----shire were in general a very creditable, gentlemanlike set, and the best of them were of the present party but Mr. Wickham was as far beyond them all in person, countenance, air, and walk, as they were superior to the broad-faced stuffy uncle Phillips” (75). Mr. Wickham is, in this case, not compared to the others based on what he owns, but on what he looks like. At a market, also, some things are bought because they are valuable, and some because they look pleasing. 
Once an object has been purchased, the buyer wants to show it off and will often not admit any other to be superior. Such is the case for Lydia after marrying Wickham: “He was her dear Wickham on every occasion; no one was to be put in competition with him” (301). Besides comparing, objects are also valued by possible buyers. An object can be valued based on its own looks or the manufacturer, in this case, family. Objects from one manufacturer can be in high demand and, therefore, valuable but they can also be worthless because of their manufacturer. Jane is in this manner judged by Miss Bingley when she says, “I have an excessive regard for Jane Bennet, she is really a very sweet girl, and I wish with all my heart she were well settled. But with such a father and mother, and such low connections, I am afraid there is no chance of it” (36). Elizabeth understands this is the way Miss Bingley must think about them when she remarks, “we are not rich enough, or grand enough for them” (116). She understands Miss Bingley judges them based on what they are worth, where her brother values Jane because of her looks and character. In fact, the Bennet family is not very valuable. The girls are considered pretty but the three younger girls and Mrs. Bennet often make a spectacle of themselves at an assembly. They, and Mr. Bennet on occasion, do not behave according to decorum and this lowers their value. Moreover, they are not well connected. Mr. Bennet is a gentleman but Mrs. Bennet’s family is not something to be proud of. Furthermore, they do not have much money. 
Mr. Darcy, like Miss Bingley, does not think very highly of the Bennet family. This becomes very clear when he proposes to Elizabeth for the first time. He stresses that he thinks her family far beneath his own and he has struggled to forget her. She is actually not worthy of him. He says, “Could you expect me to rejoice in the inferiority of your connections? To congratulate myself on the hope of relations, whose condition in life is so decidedly beneath my own?” (188). During his proposal he says, “his sense of her inferiority—of its being a degradation—of the family obstacles which judgment had always opposed to inclination, were dwelt on with a warmth” (184) which further illustrates that he has fallen in love with Elizabeth entirely against his own will. He states his reason for his objections to Elizabeth when he says, “The situation of your mother’s family, though objectionable, was nothing in comparison of that total want of propriety so frequently, so almost uniformly betrayed by herself, by your three younger sisters, and occasionally even by your father” (193). 
Mr. Darcy’s proposal is very insulting to Elizabeth. He makes it very clear he thinks her, and her family, beneath himself and, in his opinion, their marriage will be a degradation for him. Nonetheless, after insulting her on several occasions, he expects her to accept him without a doubt in his mind. He believes himself to be irresistible because of his fortune. To his surprise, however, she refuses which, again, shows Jane Austen’s belief in marriage based on an equal relationship. Mr. Darcy tries to fight against his own feelings but he looses the battle and asks Elizabeth to marry him anyway, which can be compared to buying something which has no value but which draws attention because of the way it looks. This is what attracts Mr. Darcy to Elizabeth in the first place when he notices her eyes, face and figure. He is starting to learn more about her character when he first proposes to her. He does not know her well enough yet and, subsequently, does not expect her refusal. When he has learned more about her and loves her for her character he proposes again and, this time, she accepts him. 
Mr. Darcy manages, however, to prevent his friend from making the same mistake. At the time of his first proposal to Elizabeth, he still thinks he is making a mistake but he cannot help proposing anyway. He makes sure Mr. Bingley does not propose to Jane because “there were some very strong objections to the lady . . . and these strong objections probably were, her having one uncle who was a country attorney, and another who was in business in London”(182). What is interesting here, is that in almost all of the examples, men are compared and judged by the women and the women are judged and compared by the men. This makes sense because, at the marriage market, men are looking for women to marry and the other way around. There is just one exception: Jane is judged by Miss Bingley, but she does this because she does not want her brother to marry Jane. She wants to discredit Jane and she thinks this is the way her brother should also judge Jane. She is not judging Jane for her own sake. She is doing what she thinks her brother should be doing. 
Charlotte is a character who does not care for looks or manner, but is just looking for someone who can protect her from want. Her main concern is the value of her partner and she is looking for as much value as she can get. She remarks, “I am not romantic you know. I never was. I ask only a comfortable home; and considering Mr. Collins’s character, connections, and situation in life, I am convinced that my chance of happiness with him is as fair, as most people can boast on entering the marriage state” (123). As Weinsheimer pointed out in his article, marriage is a lottery. Charlotte does not know what will happen. She does not want to know much about her partner before marrying him. All she is looking for, is a secure future. She has nothing good to say about Mr. Collins as a person, but she takes him because his situation and connections in life can make her own future life better. Judging from these examples, single people are compared to each other and judged on the basis of position, character and connections. Mr. Darcy and Mr. Bingley seem to be compared to each other based on looks but Mr. Darcy is actually found to be handsomer because he has a larger fortune, not because he is handsomer. Karen Newman has noticed this as well, “Each member of the Netherfield party, though seemingly rated according to his or her “natural” attributes, is actually rated according to his fortune” (697). But not all of the characters assess in the same way. There is a distinction between characters who find money and connections more important and those who find personality is more important. 
Interestingly, men seem to care less about money and status than women do. Mr. Darcy and Mr. Bingley both marry a poor girl. At first, Mr. Darcy cares about Elizabeth’s lack of connections and low status but he learns this is not as important as character. He assumes all members of Elizabeth’s family behave improper but he changes his mind when he meets the Gardiners. They behave very well even though Mr. Gardiner is in business in London. Mr. Bingley is in love with Jane and he does not care she is poor. Mr. Darcy and Miss Bingley can only persuade him to go to London after convincing him of Jane’s indifference and not because of her lack of money. Of course, these two gentlemen are rich and can afford to marry a poor girl. Mr. Bennet, however, is not. He refuses to make Elizabeth marry Mr. Collins even when this event would save his wife and children from being turned out of their house after his death. Furthermore, when Elizabeth has accepted Mr. Darcy’s second proposal, her father is very concerned for Elizabeth’s happiness. He knows she will be rich but he does not want her to accept Mr. Darcy for this reason. He wants her to have a happy marriage. Mr. Wickham, however, does care for money when it comes to marriage. He never looks at Miss King until she inherits a large sum and he tries to elope with Miss Darcy because she has a fortune. Mr. Wickham is poor himself which is why he cannot afford not to care about money. Ironically, he ends up in an unhappy marriage with a poor girl. 
As for the women, Mrs. Bennet, Miss Bingley and Charlotte all judge on the basis of money or lack of money. Mrs. Bennet does not like Mr. Darcy after he was rude to Elizabeth but, as soon as Elizabeth announces her marriage, Mrs. Bennet suddenly likes him even better than Mr. Bingley. In her eyes, his character has not improved but he, and his money, are welcome because he will bring wealth and status into the family. Mrs. Bennet and Charlotte judge men on the basis of their money. They regard marriage partners with flawed characters suitable if they have money to offer a secure future.  Miss Bingley, however, mainly judges women. She does not think the Bennet girls proper marriage partners for Mr. Darcy and her brother because they lack both money and connections. Charlotte is more concerned with men and their status. She marries Mr. Collins because he can offer her a comfortable home and she thinks Elizabeth should not rule out Mr. Darcy as a partner in life just because of his flawed character. Elizabeth and Jane care more for character than they do about money even though they are not rich themselves. The characters that judge others on the basis of character rather than of money, although they do have to think about the money aspect too, all end up in a happy marriage, accept for Mr. Bennet. He, however, assesses men to see if they are suitable partners for his daughters but he, unfortunately, has not done himself the same favour. He has learned from his own mistakes.
The final step at a visit to a market, is the actual purchase of an object. There are several words which indicate the manifestation of this part of the metaphorical concept in the text. The ones that mainly occur are “chuse” (choose), “select,” “secure,” “get,” “obtain,” and “take.” The first to be discussed are “chuse” and “select.”  Members of the opposite sex seem to be something you can just choose without them having a say in the matter. This is not completely true since Elizabeth does turn down two offers of marriage. She does have a say in the matter but the choice of words shows that Jane Austen has noticed in some cases the woman does not have anything to say about her own life. The fact that Elizabeth, the heroine of this story who end up being happily married, did have a say in the matter, shows Austen’s disapproval of the marriage market. The first example in the text occurs when Mr. Bennet comments to his wife that Mr. Bingley has his “hearty consent to his marrying which ever he chuses of the girls” (6). This does show that a possible partner does need Mr. Bennet’s consent to marry on of his daughters. He is the stallholder who either agrees to a deal or not. Almost all the examples are about the Bennet girls. They seem to be the main objects young men can choose from. At the dance, however, Charlotte is “Mr. Bingley’s first choice” although “he seemed to like his second better” (19). This second choice is Jane Bennet. 
Mrs. Bennet is also very cooperative when it comes to young men choosing one of her daughters as is made clear when she says, “if a smart young colonel, with five or six thousand a year, should want one of my girls, I shall not say nay to him” (30). She is very willing to give up her daughters if the “buyer” has enough money. This is the case for Mr. Collins and he is willing to marry one of the Miss Bennets. His main reason for marrying is that Mrs. De Bourgh told him he must marry. She said, “Chuse properly, chuse a gentlewoman for my sake [italics not mine];  and for your own [italics not mine], let her be an active, useful sort of person, not brought up high, but able to make a small income go a good way” (103). He remembers that Mr. Bennet has five daughters and resolves to “chuse a wife from among his daughters”(104). He visits his family in Hertfordshire and “for the first evening [Jane] was his settled choice” (70). Jane, however, is already admired by Mr. Bingley and, after Mrs. Bennet warns him of this fact, his next choice is Elizabeth. She refuses to marry him and, for a while, she is in danger of becoming an old spinster. Mr. Collins never doubts he will be accepted by Jane or Elizabeth. He just assumes they will accept him because he can give them security.  Wickham is interested in Elizabeth but cannot choose her because her lack of money. She understands this and “her vanity was satisfied with believing that she would have been his only choice, had fortune permitted it”(147). Men can not just choose who they want after all. They have to consider their own financial future as well. 
Two other girls who are chosen by a member of the opposite sex are Jane and Lydia. Jane is chosen by Mr. Bingley but his friend is “readily engaged in the office of pointing out to [his] friend,  the certain evils of such a choice” (193). Lydia elopes with Mr. Wickham and everybody is surprised because she has little to offer him but “his choice is disinterested at least” (261). Interestingly, Lydia also makes a choice here. She chooses to go with Mr. Wickham since he does not force her to go with him. Her father would never have given his permission for this match. In fact, Wickham would never have asked her father because he never planned to marry Lydia.  Charlotte also chooses when she decides to marry Mr. Collins and Elizabeth disapproves of her choice. Elizabeth feels sorry for her but concludes, “she had chosen it with her eyes open” (209). Charlotte does choose Mr. Collins, but she only has the power to accept his offer. Men can choose a wife and propose to her while woman can only choose to accept or decline. 
A wife can also be “selected” from the all the available ones. When Elizabeth receives much attention from Mr. Collins it “first struck her , that she [italics not mine] was selected from among her sisters as worthy of being the mistress of Hunsford Parsonage” (86). Mr. Collins explains that he “singled [Elizabeth] out as the companion of [his] future life” (103) and that he came into Hertfordshire “with the design of selecting a wife” (103). The final example occurs when Elizabeth meets Mr. Wickham for the first time after his real character has been exposed to her. He singles her out again and she “lost all concern for him in finding herself thus selected as the object of such idle and frivolous gallantry” (225). All the examples concern Elizabeth, a woman. Again, men select a woman they like and the woman can refuse or accept if the man chooses to make her an offer. 
Other words through which this part of the metaphorical concept manifests itself in the text many times are “get,” “have,” “obtain” and similar words. Getting married is often described as “getting a husband or wife” just like an object you can get at a market. All you have to do is go to the market, look for a suitable partner and pay. The first couple of examples concern the Bennet family. Their estate is entailed on Mr. Collins since they never had a son. Therefore, Mrs. Bennet is very anxious to get husbands for her five daughters. When the expected marriage between Jane and Mr. Bingley does not take place, her mother says she does not blame Jane “for Jane would have got Mr. Bingley, if she could”(138) and later on: “I do not suppose there is the least chance in the world of her ever getting him now” (219).  In the end, Mr. Bingley returns to Hertfordshire and Mrs. Bennet is happy because she is convinced Jane “would get him at last” (323). The choice of words here suggests that Jane can actively get a husband. She has the power to get a husband herself. But this is the way her mother thinks about the matter. In fact, Jane can only wait to see if Mr. Bingley will make her an offer. Jane is not as sure of this as her mother is, which is demonstrated in her comment to Elizabeth: “If he is satisfied with only regretting me, when he might have obtained my affections and hand, I shall soon cease to regret him at all” (341). 
When Jane and Elizabeth return after being away from home for several months their sister eagerly asks them if they have found a husband yet: “I was in great hopes that one of you would have got a husband before you came back” (213). Their aunt Phillips shared in her hopes which becomes obvious when Lydia adds, “My aunt Philips wants you to get husbands, you can’t think. She says Lizzy had better have taken Mr. Collins” (213). Lydia tries again later when she says her sisters should have joined her in Brighton since “that is the place to get husbands” (300) and she wants them to visit her up north because she “shall get husbands for them before the winter is over” (300). Again, the examples suggest the women play an active role on the marriage market. They can get husbands themselves. But an unmarried woman cannot ask a man to marry her herselve. Married women can mediate on behalf of single women. Lydia could find men for her sisters and stimulate a connection. Married women can play an active role on the marriage market on behalf of others. 
Mr. Bennet, contrary to the rest of the family, is not as eager to get rid of his daughter. He thinks Elizabeth does not care for Mr. Darcy but when she assures her father she will get married he says, “in other words, you are determined to have him” (356). The Lucases and Mr. Wickham are less choosy than Mr. Bennet. Mr. Wickham is described as eager “to grasp at any thing” (201). Mr. Bennet just wants their daughter to get married. Mrs. Bennet notices this when she says, “They are all for what they can get” (138). Mr. Collins, who is getting married to their daughter shares their feelings and expresses “his happiness in having obtained the affection of [the Bennets’] amiable neighbour” (126). His object has all along been to “to secure an amiable companion for [himself]” (112). The final example concerns Miss Bingley and her brother. She does not want her brother to marry Jane and, according to Elizabeth, this is because “she is the more anxious to get Miss Darcy for her brother” (116). Interestingly, in two of the examples a character wants to get a partner for a member of their family. The Lucases want to get a husband for their daughter and Miss Bingley wants to get Miss Darcy for her brother. Both parties will benefit from the marriages themselves. Charlotte’s parents are not very rich. They want a comfortable life for their daughters and the only way to achieve this is marriage. Miss Bingley wants to fix Mr. Darcy and she hopes that once a marriage between the two families has taken place, another one might follow. In addition, she wants her brother to marry a woman who is well connected and from a respectable family.  
Surprisingly, women play a very active role in this part of the metaphorical concept. In most of the examples the women get a husband or want to get a husband. Up to this point, they played an active part in some of the examples but not in many cases. Now, women seem to be just as active as the men are. Although most of the admiring and choosing is done by the men, and most of the displaying and exhibiting by the women, the following examples now show that women also go to the “market” and get husbands. However, they cannot propose to a man themselves. They can refuse or accept a man. 
The first sentence of Pride and Prejudice gives rise to the expectation that men are the ones who play an active role in the metaphorical concept MARRIAGE IS A MARKET, since they are in “want of a wife” (5) and, therefore, go find one. As we have seen, there are many examples, indeed, which show that mainly women are on display, exhibited, etc. Furthermore, men do most of the choosing, selecting and admiring. When it comes to comparing, the balance is starting to shift. Women are compared by men and the other way around. However, women, surprisingly, also participate in actively getting husbands. According to Karen Newman, “A close reading of Pride and Prejudice reveals the contours of the patriarchal ideology from which Austen’s novels emerge and in which women are at the mercy of male control of the means of production” (699). The evidence in the text, however, contradicts this, as women can be seen to exercise control over their own lives. For example, Charlotte chooses to marry Mr. Collins. He proposes to her but not after she makes sure he knows she will accept him. She does everything in her power to get him to propose to her. She fixes him. Lydia also chooses to go with Mr. Wickham. 
The control women have is shown, for example, by the fact that Elizabeth has the power to refuse both Mr. Collins’s proposal and Mr. Darcy’s first proposal. She has control over the situation and can get a husband on her own. She is supported by her father, in spite of the fact that her mother does not agree. There are some restrictions, however. Her choice is not completely free because she has to consider her future life and what she will live on. She has to “compare” before she buys anything and Wickham, for this reason, is not suitable. She is not unmoved, but she also does not judge judge persons based completely on their “value”. Had this been the case, she would have accepted Mr. Darcy’s first proposal.  




3.3 MARRIAGE IS A BUSINESS DEAL

Since marriage is a market, as was shown before, and single people are the merchandise, as will be shown later, it can also be assumed that the metaphorical concept MARRIAGE IS A BUSINESS DEAL is present in the text. This metaphorical concept can be discussed separately because the previous concept dealt with the visit to the marriage market, comparing and admiring the merchandise and selecting or choosing a spouse. MARRIAGE IS A BUSINESS DEAL deals with what happens after the merchandise has been selected. The two metaphorical concepts have no overlap. When shopping at a market and finding a satisfactory object, an offer has to be made and, maybe after some haggling, the object has to be paid for. Therefore, a deal has to be made. Evidence is, indeed, present in the text. But this metaphorical concept stretches beyond just the concept of the market. It can also be a business deal in the corporate world or any store, and need not specifically take place at a market.  
In Pride and Prejudice, marriage is spoken of in terms of  “offers,” “proposals,” “settlements,” “terms,” “advantages,” “money,” etc. These words all have strong associations with business deals and contracts. The first part of the manifestations of this metaphorical concept in the text that will be discussed, are the parts where the word “business” is actually mentioned in the text together with examples that involve “manager”  and related words. Almost all of the examples involving the word “business” deal with the marriages, or a missed chance of a marriage, of the Bennet sisters. This is not surprising considering a description of Mrs. Bennet at the very beginning of the text: “The business of her life was to get her daughters married” (7). 
Lydia’s elopement and marriage to Wickham is referred to as “business” on several occasions. The first example occurs when Elizabeth reflects on what Lydia’s elopement may bring about for the rest of the family and she, “in this early example of what Lydia’s infamy must produce, found additional anguish as she reflected on that wretched business” (266). The whole affair is deplorable since an elopement blemishes the name of an entire family. Once an elopement has taken place, the rest of the daughters of this family have a smaller chance of marrying since no man will want to connect himself to such a family. The Bennet girls’ chances of marrying were already slim. Now, they are even smaller. Mr. Bennet’s brother-in-law writes that he has arranged everything for Lydia’s wedding and all Mr. Bennet has to do is “send [him] full powers to act in [his] name, throughout the whole of this business” (286) and he will take care of everything. Mr. Bennet is very grateful “for his chief wish at present, was to have as little trouble in the business as possible” (293). 
Two other characters whose love interest is referred to as “business” are Jane and Elizabeth. Jane’s mother is disappointed when the marriage she expected between Jane and Mr. Bingley is no longer going to take place. She asks Elizabeth, “what is your opinion now [italics not mine] of this sad business of Jane’s?” (219). A marriage between Mr. Bingley and Jane would be very commercial for both Mrs. Bennet and Jane. If Mr. Bennet dies, the estate will be entailed on Mr. Collins. Mrs. Bennet and her daughters will have to scrape by on very little money since Mr. Bennet never saved enough money. Getting rid of one of her daughters will make this prospect more bearable. There will be one less mouth to feed. Furthermore, Jane would marry a rich man which means the family will gain connections. Jane herself would be better of commercially because she will have more money to spend. However, this is not the reason she accepts Mr. Bingley. She truly cares for him. 
Elizabeth’s own love life is spoken of when her aunt and uncle wonder about her relationship with Mr. Darcy. They suspect more is going on than they suspected before when “many of the circumstances of the preceding day, opened to them a new idea on the business” (248). For Mr. Darcy, however, this is not a business deal. Elizabeth’s position in life is beneath his own and, subsequently, he marries her because her cares for her, and not for financial gain. Elizabeth marries him for the same reason because, otherwise, she would have accepted his first proposal. This is a good deal for her, however, and she does think about this which is shown by the fact that she acknowledges she could never marry Wickham because of his lack of money. 
The final example does not involve one of the Bennet sisters but is about Charlotte. She is going to marry Mr. Collins and she knows her friend, Elizabeth, will disapprove of this choice. She is glad she is getting married but the “least agreeable circumstance in the business” (120-1) is telling Elizabeth about her plans. Getting married is actually a good deal for her since she will never become a spinster. Her marriage is a business deal. Mrs. Bennet says, “Charlotte is an excellent manager, I dare say” (220) and then she claims that her housekeeping will take a “great deal of good management” (220). “Manager” and “management” are not the first words thought of when  thinking about marriage. They are used more often to describe someone running a company or store. Two other examples involve Lydia’s wedding. Mrs. Bennet is happy to find that Lydia will get married and praises her brother for making it happen: “I knew he would manage everything” (289). After the wedding, when Lydia comes over for a visit, she wonders why Elizabeth is not very interested when she asks, “Are you not curious to hear how it was managed?” (301). 
“Manage” has two different meanings in the examples. Charlotte is the manager of her household which means she has to deal with running her home. She has to make sure there is food on the table at night and make sure their servants are doing their jobs correctly. In Lydia’s case, manage refers to managing her wedding. Mr. Darcy plays a large role in this event. He makes sure Lydia moves to her aunt and uncle’s house and he makes all the arrangements for the ceremony. He also takes care of all the financial matters. In the second case, the events leading up to the wedding and the ceremony itself are managed. In the first case marriage itself is managed. When a marriage or related events are referred to as “business,” it has, in most cases, a negative meaning. Everybody expects that Jane will be engaged, but it does not happen, Lydia elopes with Mr. Wickham and Charlotte fears telling Elizabeth about her engagement to the Mr. Wickham because she knows her close friend will disapprove. However, in one case Elizabeth’s relationship to Mr. Darcy is referred to a “business”. In all of the examples, the outcome is still uncertain. 
One of the first steps in business deals is planning. In Pride and Prejudice, the parts of the text that involve marriage often contain words which have to do with planning, intentions and scheming. Mr. Collins “intended to marry” (69) and wants to reconcile himself with his family by choosing a wife from one of their daughters: “This was his plan of amends—of atonement—for inheriting their father’s estate” (69). Mrs. Bennet has great plans for her daughters. She thinks “Jane’s marrying so greatly must throw them in the way of other rich men” (97). Mr. Collins’ marriage to Charlotte also brings about planning and scheming. First of all, he says, “perhaps it will be advisable for me to state my reasons for marrying—and moreover for coming into Hertfordshire with the design of selecting a wife, as I certainly did” (103). He claims he is in love with Elizabeth but this statement shows a more businesslike view of marriage. When Elizabeth refuses and Charlotte accepts his proposal, Charlotte’s mother “began directly to calculate with more interest than the matter had ever excited before, how many years longer Mr. Bennet was likely to live” (120). Mr. Collins and Charlotte’s time together before they get married is described as “spent in professions of love and schemes of felicity” (135). 
Mr. Wickham, as opposed to Mr. Collins, is not just looking for a wife, but looking for a wife with money. He needs to benefit more from his marriage since he has no money of his own. He elopes with Lydia, who actually is poor. Elizabeth finds it very strange that he is willing to elope with Lydia when she says “Wickham will never marry a woman without some money” (269) and she finds it even stranger that he would be willing to “forego every chance of benefiting himself by marrying well” (269). Wickham never intended to marry Lydia because he “still cherished the hope of more effectually making his fortune by marriage, in some other country” (306). However, his marriage is still a business deal. His debts are paid by Mr. Darcy and Mr. Bennet and they will receive an annual sum, though this is not a large sum. He did have hopes to make a better deal but he agrees to marry Lydia because he is tempted by “immediate relief” (306). 
Mr. Darcy has no plans at first because, Elizabeth, in whom he is interested, is far beneath him in status. He makes this very clear when he says she would have forgiven him if he had not confessed to “the scruples that had long prevented my forming any serious design” (188). To him, this is not a business deal. The only thing he will gain is a wife he admires. But she is not rich and has no connections. He does propose to her and was convinced Elizabeth would accept his hand but she refuses. Her sister later says, “His being so sure of succeeding, was wrong” (216). His friend, Mr. Bingley, is sure of success but his friend and sister convince him of the opposite. Jane thinks his sister could only wish him to be happy but Elizabeth disagrees and she is convinced they have other plans for him: “They may wish many things besides his happiness; they may wish his increase of wealth and consequence; they may wish him to marry a girl who has all the importance of money, great connections, and pride” (134). 
Miss Bingley has no luck with her plans since Mr. Bingley in the end does marry Jane, and Miss Bingley has to give up her designs on Mr. Darcy. Elizabeth already knows Mr. Darcy is destined to marry his cousin and she thinks, “she might be amused in seeing how hopeless Miss Bingley’s designs on him were” (166). Miss Bingley does want a good business deal, both for herself and for her brother. She want her brother to marry a woman with status and connections. She wants to marry Mr. Darcy who is from a good family and is rich. She has designs on these two matches but, unfortunately, has to give up her plans when her brother marries Jane and Mr. Darcy marries Elizabeth. Miss Bingley thinks of Elizabeth as her biggest rival. She notices that Elizabeth has caught Mr. Darcy’s attention. Subsequently, Miss Bingley tries to sabotage a possible connection between the two by speaking ill of Elizabeth to Mr. Darcy. Elizabeth, however, does not think Miss Bingley stands a chance since Mr. Darcy is destined to marry Miss de Bourgh. 
Another part of business deals, is an “offer” or “proposal”. On thirteen occasions, a marriage proposal is referred to as an “offer”. In business deals, or when bidding for a certain object, an “offer” can be put in or something can be “on offer”. All of the examples involve either Elizabeth or, in one case, Jane. There are other offers of marriage in the text but they are not referred to as “offer”. Most of the examples occur when Elizabeth turns down Mr. Collins and he, in an elaborate speech, explains to her why he thinks she should take him by saying things such as, “the establishment I can offer would be any other than highly desirable” (106) and “it is by no means certain that another offer of marriage may ever be made you” (106). “Establishment” shows how Mr. Collins feels about the match. He does not offer his love to Elizabeth, but an establishment. This, again shows the businesslike view he has on marriage. 
 Four of the examples occur when Elizabeth’s family discuss the offer Mr. Collins made Elizabeth. In the other three examples an offer is mentioned  related to Elizabeth and they all involve Mr. Darcy. In two of them, Elizabeth wonders about Mr. Darcy’s behaviour towards herself and her aunt and uncle and in the final one Mrs. de Bourgh pays Elizabeth a visit to ask her: “Has he, had my nephew, made you an offer of marriage?” (335). It is not surprising that most of the references to offer are related to Elizabeth. She is the heroine and all the offers she receives are important to her family. When she turns down Mr. Collins, she also turns down the possibility of a secure future. This, obviously, causes an uproar in the family. The second offer she refuses causes some commotion as well, but this only concerns herself since she does not tell anyone else about the offer. The offer she accepts is also much discussed because it is a very good match and nobody expected it. 
There is one example that does not involve Elizabeth, but her sister, Jane. Her mother is telling a group of people that her daughter was so much admired by a young man when she was sixteen that “everybody expected “he would make her an offer before [they] came away”  (44). There is one example which only occurs once. When Mr. Darcy writes Elizabeth his explanatory letter, he describes his sister’s elopement with Wickham as “transactions” (197). This is not a word which is normally used to refer to a wedding or related subject but more often in the sense of “commercial transactions”. All of these examples from the text are offers made by a man to a woman. Therefore, men are the “buyers” and women are the merchandise in this part of the metaphor. 
As in business deals, offers can be accepted, and refused. Mr. Collins thinks that, after Elizabeth has talked to her parents, his “proposals will not fail of being acceptable” (106) and, indeed, her mother “insists upon [her] accepting it” (109) but Elizabeth “will not have him” (110) because she does not care for him. Her mother warns her she cannot “go on refusing every offer of marriage” (111). Mr. Collins withdraws his offer which he himself calls “withdrawing my pretensions” (112). He then turns to Charlotte and she “accepted him solely from the pure and disinterested desire of an establishment” (120). She does not care for Mr. Collins at all. She is purely interested in his value and the secure future he can give her. Mr. Darcy is not as lucky in his first proposal to Elizabeth. He hopes he “would now be rewarded by her acceptance of his hand” (185) but she refuses and he wishes “to be informed why,  with so little endeavour [italics not mine] at civility, [he is] thus rejected” (186). He is surprised at her answer because he was “so sure of succeeding” (216). What is striking here is that women, even though they do not make the offer, have the power to refuse or accept. They can, in fact, choose but only after an offer has been made. 
Marriage is often described as a “union” or a “connection” in Pride and Prejudice. The importance of families is of more consequence than love for a person. Marriage is used to unite estates or families. These “unions” come with their own “terms” and  “conditions,” which reminds one of contracts rather than marriage. Mr. Darcy and his cousin are destined for each other, according to Mrs. de Bourgh. Mr. Wickham remarks that “her daughter, Miss de Bourgh, will have a very large fortune, and it is believed that she and her cousin will unite the two estates” (82). Both estates will be have the same owner and all the land and money will remain in the family. Mrs. de Bourgh seems to believe her daughter and Mr. Darcy have nothing to say in the matter. She and Mr. Darcy’s mother planned a wedding between the two and, as far as she is concerned, it will take place without asking  Mr. Darcy if he wants to marry her daughter. Miss Bingley wants to see her brother marry Miss Darcy and she writes Jane to make this clear: “My brother admires her greatly already, he will have frequent opportunity now of seeing her on the most intimate footing, her relations all wish the connection as much as his own” (116). Another connection between two families takes place when Mr. Collins marries Charlotte. Her father is so happy that with “much self-gratulation on the prospect of a connection between the houses, he unfolded the matter” (124). 
As in a business deal and signing contracts, marriage comes with certain terms and conditions. Most examples occur after Lydia has eloped with Wickham. It is not clear yet if a marriage has taken place between them and Lydia’s aunt asks Elizabeth, “But can you think that Lydia is so lost to every thing but love of him, as to consent to live with him on any other terms than marriage?” (269). Apparently, this is not a business deal for Lydia. She elopes with Mr. Wickham because she likes him. Her family does believe she loves him. When it becomes clear that they are not married, Mr. Darcy finds them in London and he becomes the negotiator between Wickham and Lydia’s family. In the end they marry. In this case, the conditions are mentioned in the text when Mr. Gardiner writes to his brother, “All that is required of you is, to assure to your daughter, by settlement, her equal share of the five thousand pounds, secured among your children after the decease of yourself and my sister; and, moreover, to enter into an engagement of allowing her, during your life, one hundred pounds per annum” (287). He continues by writing, “These are conditions, which, considering every thing, I had no hesitation in complying with” (286). By this time, Elizabeth knows Wickham’s true character and she asks her father, “but the terms, I suppose, must be complied with.” (287). Her father answers her they must, but he wonders why Wickham would agree to marrying Lydia when he will receive so little. It cannot be true because he “will never marry a woman without some money. He cannot afford it” (269) and he will not “forego every chance of benefiting himself by marrying well” (269). “Wickham’s a fool, if he takes her with a farthing less than ten thousand pounds” (288).  All the terms and conditions make the wedding more about business and less about love.  
As it turns out, Wickham did want more, but Mr. Darcy brought him to reason, but only after promising to him to pay his debts: “Wickham of course wanted more than he could get; but at length was reduced to be reasonable” (306) and “when all this was resolved on” (307), Mr. Darcy returns home. Obviously, Wickham will only marry for money, not for love. He cannot propose to the woman he is actually attracted to. He will marry her sister but only after Mr. Darcy makes him an financially attractive deal. In the end, women are not the only ones who marry for money, men, too, look for fortune rather than love if they do not have money themselves. Mr. Darcy and Mr. Bingley need not be concerned with looking for fortune since they are already rich. There are two examples in the text that contain vocabulary one would normally expect when discussing a contract. Elizabeth sees Mr. Bennet’s behaviour to her mother as a “continual breach of conjugal obligation” (228). He chose to marry her himself but, after the affection has vanished, he often makes jokes about her in front of her and their children.  “Breach” is normally used when one fails to live up to the terms stated in a contract. In the second example, Mr. Bennet has to “to enter into an engagement of allowing her, during your life, one hundred pounds per annum” (286) just like you can “enter into” a contract. Again, the choice of vocabulary referring to marriage reflects vocabulary normally used in business deals and contracts. 
Because there are conditions in business deals which can be complied with or not, there are also advantages and disadvantages. The same goes for marriage, and the path leading up to marriage, and this is also a part of this metaphorical concept. Some parties are more suited to do business with than others and not everyone comes with the same advantages. And sometimes, action needs to be taken to close a deal. According to Charlotte, to fix a person, or “close a deal”, you need to take action as soon as possible. She thinks Jane shows too little of her feelings and says to Elizabeth, “it is sometimes a disadvantage to be so very guarded. If a woman conceals her affection with the same skill from the object of it, she may lose the opportunity of fixing him” (22). This is the only way to be “secure of him” (23) just like one would secure a deal. Women do not make offers of marriage but they can, however, “fix” a man they are interested in. Again, the evidence shows women are not just bystanders in their own marriage. They can play an active role, although Jane does not do this well since she hides her feelings and does not succeed in “fixing” Mr. Bingley originally. At first, Elizabeth does not agree with Charlotte but, as it turns out, Charlotte was right. Mr. Darcy indeed does not believe Jane has actual feelings for his friend and he persuades Mr. Bingley of this fact. Mr. Bingley only proposes to Jane after Elizabeth has convinced Mr. Darcy of Jane’s feelings for his friend. 
Mrs. Bennet is another character who thinks of the advantages of a match before she thinks of the happiness of her daughter. To her, more advantages automatically means more happiness. When she believes Jane will marry Mr. Bingley she “seemed incapable of fatigue while enumerating the advantages of the match” (97). Subsequently, Mr. Collins proposes to her other daughter, Elizabeth, and “though the man and the match were quite good enough for her, the worth of each was eclipsed by Mr. Bingley and Netherfield” (101). When Jane finally does marry Mr. Bingley, “her thoughts and her words ran wholly on those attendants of elegant nuptials, fine muslin, new carriages, and servants”  (294). She can only think of what property Jane will get out of this match, and not of Jane’s happiness with Mr. Bingley. In her opinion, Jane will automatically be happy because she will be rich. She does not mention that she is happy Jane found someone she cares for. Her husband does not share her feelings on this subject. He thinks their characters make an excellent match. The same happens when Elizabeth announces her upcoming wedding: “Oh! My sweetest Lizzy! How rich and how great you will be! What pin-money, what jewels, what carriages you will have! Jane’s is nothing to it—nothing at all. . . . Dear, dear Lizzy. A house in town! Everything that is charming!” (357). Again, Mr. Bennet has a different view than his wife does. He wants to know if Elizabeth can respect her future partner before he will let her go. 
Mr. Collins, in his proposal, makes sure he states all the advantages he is able to offer his future wife in order to convince Elizabeth to marry him. He starts by saying, “I do not reckon the notice and kindness of Lady Catherine de Bourgh as among the least of the advantages in my power to offer” (104). He continues by stating that he does not believe “the establishment I can offer would be any other than highly desirable. My situation in life, my connections with the family of De Bourgh, and my relationship to your own, are circumstances highly in my favour” (106) and he does not think Elizabeth has as many advantages: “Your portion is unhappily so small that it will in all likelihood undo the effects of your loveliness and amiable qualifications” (106). In fact, Mr. Collins here agrees with Mrs. Bennet. She judges characters according to their “value”. Men with higher “value” are very amiable. Mr. Collins thinks Elizabeth is very amiable but this effect is undone because she is poor. He finds he has acted “with due consideration for the advantage of all [Mrs. Bennet’s] family” (112). Mrs. Lucas agrees with Mr. Collins on his advantages: “Mr. Collins’s present circumstances made it a most eligible match for their daughter, to whom they could give little fortune; and his prospects of future wealth were exceedingly fair” (120). Charlotte accepts Mr. Collins’s offer and, in doing so, she “sacrificed every better feeling to worldly advantage” (123) and “solely from the pure and disinterested desire of an establishment, cared not how soon that establishment were gained” (120). Charlotte does not care for Mr. Collins as a person. She cares for the future he can provide her with and, although his character is slightly ridiculous, she ignores her feelings to gain a comfortable home. 
Elizabeth agrees that Mr. Collins’s circumstances are acceptable but she chooses not to accept his offer because he is the kind of man she cannot be happy with. She is one of the few characters who cares for personality, not just for value. She describes herself as being “in every respect ill qualified for the situation” (105). As for Wickham, his circumstances are quite the opposite of Mr. Collins’s. She does find him amiable, but he has no fortune or connections at all. A business deal, or match, between them is impossible because they neither of them has anything to offer. Elizabeth’s aunt says, “I have nothing to say against him [italics not mine]; he is a most interesting young man; and if he had the fortune he ought to have, I should think you could not do better. But as it is—you must not let your fancy run away with you” (142). Mrs. Gardiner does think he is an interesting man because he has fine manners and he can keep a conversation going. However, his lack of fortune rules him out as a suitable partner. Mr. Wickham has the disadvantage of lack of fortune. He then goes to make himself agreeable to a young woman whose “sudden acquisition of ten thousand pounds was the most remarkable charm” (147). 
Not surprisingly, since marriage is seen as a connection with terms and conditions which can be negotiated, marriage is also often referred to as a “settlement”. The word “settlement” suggests negotiations, reaching an understanding or entering into an agreement and a contract: not words normally associated with marriage and love. The first time this happens is when Mrs. Bennet expects her daughter Jane to be engaged to Mr. Bingley within a short period of time. She “was perfectly satisfied; and quitted the house under the delightful persuasion that, allowing for the necessary preparations of settlements, new carriages and wedding clothes, she would undoubtedly see her daughter settled at Netherfield, in the course of three or four months” (101). This turns out to be a disappointment and, when her second daughter refuses an offer of marriage, she does not want to be disappointed again. She assures Mr. Collins she “will go directly to Mr. Bennet, and we shall very soon settle it with her” (109). She sounds like she will enter into negotiations with Elizabeth and she expects the deal will soon be closed. She is not a very good negotiator, however, since the only thing she does is demand that Elizabeth will accept Mr. Collins. Unfortunately, Mrs. Bennet is disappointed again and Mr. Collins marries Charlotte: “In as short a time as Mr. Collins’s long speeches would allow, every thing was settled between them to the satisfaction of both” (120). 
The final examples all involve Lydia’s wedding to Wickham. First, in the terms based on which Wickham agrees to marry Lydia, it is asked of Mr. Bennet “to assure to [his] daughter, by settlement, her equal share of the five thousand pounds” (286) she will inherit together with her mother and sisters after Mr. Bennet’s death. After everything has been agreed on, Mr. Gardiner “will immediately give directions to Haggerston for preparing a proper settlement” (286-7). Mrs. Bennet is ecstatic about the match and orders Jane to write down everything Lydia will need for the wedding. She does not care about the cost as she “will settle with your father about the money afterwards” (290). The five thousand pounds of which Lydia will get her equal share is “settled by marriage articles on Mrs. Bennet and the children” (292). And, finally, after the negotiations between Mr. Darcy and Wickham: “Every thing being settled between them[italics not mine]” (306), Mr. Darcy informs Mr. Gardiner of the settlement. Before a marriage takes place, there seem to be negotiations which result in a settlement. This is what happens in a business deal as well. Interestingly, the marriages between Mr. Darcy and Elizabeth and between Jane and Mr. Bingley are never referred to as a settlement. They care more for love than for the business aspect of marriage although they do think about wealth. 
The element of a business deal which, so far, is obviously lacking is “money”. The whole object of business deals is making money. There are several references to money in the text which fit in with the metaphorical concept. First of all, possible marriage candidates are often mentioned together with the exact amount of their fortune. Mrs. Bennet would not mind a smart young colonel “with five or six thousand a year” (30) for one of her girls. Mr. Bingley is said to have “four or five thousand a year” (6) and Mr. Darcy is reported to have “ten thousand a year” (12). His sister, Georgiana Darcy, has a fortune of “thirty thousand pounds” (196) and her cousin, Miss de Bourgh’s exact fortune is never mentioned but she “will have a very large fortune” (82). Miss King was never rich until she inherited ten thousand pounds from her grandfather. This underlines once more that wealth is a very important issue. When single people with money are introduced, the precise amount of their fortune is always mentioned. This can be compared to wearing a price tag. Everybody knows how much they are worth and, importantly, who is most valuable and, therefore, most eligible. This is another way of comparing possible marriage material at the marriage market. 
Possible matches are often seen as either prudent or imprudent. Prudent does mean “careful” or “wise” but it can also mean “economical.” Even in Austen’s time, according to the Oxford English Dictionary, prudent meant “sagacious in adapting means to ends” or “careful to follow the most politic and profitable course.” Marriage, therefore, can be seen in an economic light. Mrs. Gardiner calls a possible match between Elizabeth and Wickham “an affection which the want of fortune would make so very imprudent” (142). Elizabeth later asks her aunt, “what is the difference in matrimonial affairs, between the mercenary and the prudent motive?” (151). At this point, Elizabeth finds it hard to distinguish between them. She asks her aunt, “where does discretion end and avarice begin? (151). Avarice turns out to be the difference, in her opinion, between the mercenary and prudent motive. Mr. Darcy writes to her about Mr. Wickham’s previous plan of elopement with Miss Darcy. Mr. Wickham acts solely for his own benefit. He wants to marry someone who is rich and does not care much who the person is or who gets hurt in the process. 
After Elizabeth finds out what Wickham’s character really is, she is glad Miss King is safe from him and from “a connection imprudent as to fortune” (212). She refuses Mr. Collins herself, but describes Charlotte as seeming perfectly happy with her decision to marry him “and in a prudential light, it is certainly a very good match for her” (174). Obviously, Elizabeth is not just looking for a prudent match since she refuses to marry Mr. Collins. But “prudent” is not the only word which shows this part of the metaphorical concept in the text. The match between Lydia and Wickham is the most imprudent match in Pride and Prejudice. He should not have married a woman without money because “He cannot afford it” (269). Her family expects them to go to Scotland to get married but when they find out they have not done so, Mr. Gardiner remarks “it might strike them that they could be more economically, though less expeditiously, married in London, than in Scotland” (269). 
When the marriage has taken place, Mr. Bennet wonders “how much money [Mr. Gardiner] has laid down, to bring it about” (287) but Elizabeth later finds out that Mr. Darcy, and not Mr. Gardiner, paid for everything. Mrs. Gardiner informs Elizabeth of this fact and in her letter she writes Mr. Darcy arranged everything by himself and “all money matters were then to receive the last finish” (307). Another imprudent marriage is the one between Mr. Bennet and his wife. He married her for her looks and when they were first married, “economy was held to be perfectly useless” (292). In the end, his children suffer. There is no son to entail the estate on and Mr. Bennet never saved money for his daughters. If it had not been for Mr. Darcy, Lydia’s wedding with Wickham would have been too expensive. Mr. Bennet should have saved more money for his wife and daughters. Now, he is not able to “buy” a husband for any of his daughters and he has to rely on a third party. His daughters must make a business deal or risk becoming poor spinsters. 
In the metaphorical concept MARRIAGE IS A BUSINESS DEAL, women, again, turn out to play an active role and they are able to choose. They do not make offers themselves, but they can refuse or accept the offer. They also have some influence on the offer by behaving in a certain manner towards a possible partner. Jane initially fails to “fix” Mr. Bingley because she conceals her feelings for him. Charlotte successfully “fixes” Mr. Collins by encouraging him to fall in love with her and to ask her to marry him. Planning and scheming, according to the evidence in the text, seems to be the job of the men and mothers. Miss Bingley does plan to fix Mr. Darcy, but her planning is not successful. Women, however, can also “fix” a man, as Charlotte shows. This suggests some planning on the women’s side. This is supported by Joseph Wiesenfarth in his article about Pride and Prejudice: “Only the machinations of a very clever woman—only her “deep Art”—can overthrow sense united to affection and lead a man to fail to consider his own good, his family’s good name, and his position in society when choosing a wife” (262). However, the characters who are “designers” are not the ones who end up happy. They can be content, like Charlotte, but not happy. Weinsheimer remarks: “Although all the characters in the novel get what they want, their designs do not effect their felicity” (410). 




3.4 SINGLE PEOPLE ARE MERCHANDISE

The final metaphorical concept that will be discussed is SINGLE PEOPLE ARE MERCHANDISE. So far, the marriage market has been discussed, where “buyers” visit the market and compare and select “merchandise.” In the metaphorical concept MARRIAGE IS A BUSINESS DEAL, the actual “purchase” of the “merchandise” was discussed. What remains to be discussed is the evidence which shows that single people, both men and women, are in fact seen as merchandise. The first sentence of the book, where single men are in want of a wife, suggest that men are the “buyers” and, therefore, women are the “merchandise.” As it turns out, however, this is not the case. Both men and women are seen as merchandise. The most obvious manifestations occur when both young men and women are referred to as “objects” or “things” in the text. Objects are things that can be in possession of someone. Objects have no control over who owns them. Several examples occur in the text where this is the case for single people. When you own one of these objects, it seems they are yours to do with as you please. They can be thrown away, lost, rejected, etc.
On several occasions, single people are referred to as “objects” or related words. When the information has reached Mrs. Bennet, that Mr. Bingley, with his five or six thousand pounds a year, will move into the neighbourhood, the first thing she says is: “What a fine thing for our girls!”(6). Mr. Collins has perfected the small compliments he pays his patroness and, in this case, the daughters of the Bennet family but “They were not the only objects of Mr. Collins’s admiration” (64) as he also compliments every piece of furniture in the house. When Mrs. Gardiner warns her niece against an imprudent match, Elizabeth tells her not to worry because she will not do anything stupid and she says, “I will not be in a hurry to believe myself [Wickham’s] first object” (143). Colonel Fitzwilliam would be a good match and, for a while, she is interested in him but after Mr. Darcy’s proposal “Colonel Fitzwilliam was no longer an object” (203). 
While this is taking place in Hunsford, Lydia is in Brighton with her friends, Colonel Forster and his wife. Elizabeth expressed great concern in advance for what Lydia’s behaviour might be among a whole camp full of soldiers. Her father does not share her concern because he is of the opinion that “she is luckily too poor to be an object of prey to any body” (224). As it turns out, Elizabeth’s concern was justified. Lydia, before going to Brighton, imagines herself “the object of attention, to tens and to scores of [the officers] at present unknown” (224). The day she leaves for Brighton, the regiment and the inhabitants of Meryton and Hertfordshire assemble and Mr. Wickham renews his addresses towards Elizabeth but she “lost all concern for him in finding herself thus selected as the object of such idle and frivolous gallantry” (225). Though most of these examples refer to women, men are in fact also seen as objects which you can buy. Mr. Bingley is described as a “ fine thing” and Colonel Fitzwilliam is “no longer an object”. This shows that not just women are seen as merchandise, but both women and men are. 
The first page of the book presents the reader with the first manifestation of the part of the metaphorical concept in which “objects” lack control and are owned by someone who can do with them what they want. It deals with single men moving into the neighbourhood: “However little known the feelings or views of such a man may be on his first entering a neighbourhood, this truth is so well fixed in the minds of the surrounding families, that he is considered as the rightful property of some one or other of their daughters” (5). This young man is Mr. Bingley, whom everybody likes very much. His friend, however, is not as loved and when he snubs Elizabeth, her mother assures her father “that Lizzy does not lose much by not suiting his [italics not mine] fancy” (15). Both Mr. Bingley and Mr. Darcy are seen as objects which, again, shows men are merchandise too. Elizabeth does not have Mr. Darcy but, since he is very proud, this is not a great loss. Mrs. Bennet can only hope that Jane suits Mr. Bingley’s fancy better. Therefore, when Jane and Elizabeth are staying at Netherfield and they want to come home earlier than Mrs. Bennet expected, she “could not bring herself to receive them with pleasure” (58) and informs them she can “spare them very well” (58). She hopes Mr. Bingley will become attached to Jane if they stay in his house longer. Mr. Collins, upon seeing her daughters, thinks it will not be hard to find someone to marry them and he “did not doubt her seeing them all in due time well disposed of in marriage” (63). Disposing of something suggests this is an object which is no longer desired and can be discarded. By making a good deal, some profit may be gotten out of selling the “object”. Furthermore, it shows a lack of power the “object” has. He or, in this case, she is discarded without being able to give her own opinion on the subject. 
Mr. Collins wants to ask Jane to marry him but he is cautioned by her mother because she believes Jane will soon be engaged. But “as to her younger [italics not mine] daughters she could not take upon her to say—she could not positively answer—but she did not know of any prepossession” (70). Again, single people are described as an object you can possess. The younger Miss Bennets have not been claimed by anyone yet. They are still displayed on the stall and their mother, or “owner”, is trying to make a deal with Mr. Collins. He then switches to Elizabeth and he proposes to her. She does manage to refuse, however, because her father does not see her as property even if her mother, who wants to force her to marry, does: “You must come and make Lizzy marry Mr. Collins” (109). The fact that her mother believes Mr. Bennet can make Elizabeth marry shows she believes they have control over her life. Her mother is devastated  when the deal is off and tells Elizabeth, “and I am sure I do not know who is to maintain you when your father is dead.—I shall not be able to keep you” (111). She has a good point here. If Mr. Bennet dies, his wife and children will not have a much money to live on because he never saved enough money. He expected to have a son and, when it became clear this would not happen, it was too late to start saving. 
Both “keep” and “maintain” are words used for machines. Machines need regular maintenance to keep them working and a car, for example, can be kept. Should Mr. Bennet die, Mrs. Bennet will no longer be able to afford this maintenance. To make things worse, Mr. Bingley leaves for the city without proposing to Jane. Elizabeth does not think very highly of him after this and she thinks he will, in time, “abundantly regret what he had thrown away” (147). She does not think any better of his friend, Mr. Darcy. When his cousin, Colonel Fitzwilliam, asks Elizabeth how Mr. Darcy behaved while he was in Hertfordshire, her account is not very flattering. She says, he “danced only four dances, though gentlemen were scarce” (170). “Scarce” is normally used when the supply of a product is not sufficient compared to the demand of this product. Young single men are compared to products which can be scarce. 
Next, Colonel Fitzwilliam and Elizabeth discuss Mr. Darcy’s sister. Elizabeth assumes that “as she is under [Mr. Darcy’s] sole care, he may do what he likes with her” (180). As it turns out, this assumption is false because, as Mr. Darcy writes her in his letter, “My sister, who is more than ten years my junior, was left to the guardianship of my mother’s nephew, Colonel Fitzwilliam, and myself” (196). He also writes that his sister “was taken from school, and an establishment formed for her in London”  (196). The use of passive voice in these examples show Miss Darcy does not have control over where she is taken. Her brother and Colonel Fitzwilliam decide what happens to her. The letter Mr. Darcy writes to Elizabeth is to defend himself against the accusations she made against him after he proposed to her. When she has refused him, he says to her, “I might, perhaps, wish to be informed why, with so little endeavour [italics not mine] at civility, I am thus rejected” (186). Mr. Darcy is an object and Elizabeth does not have to accept him. She decides not to accept but to reject him. This is another example where the man is the object and the women the possible “buyer.” This letter written by Mr. Darcy to Elizabeth, changes her mind about his character, as well as the character of Mr. Bingley. Mr. Bingley is now restored “to all her former good opinion, heightened the sense of what Jane had lost” (207). She does not tell Jane about everything in the letter because she dares not “explain to her sister how sincerely she had been valued by [Mr. Bingley]” (219) as a buyer would value merchandise at a market. The buyer examines the merchandise to see if it is valuable enough to purchase. This shows Mr. Bingley cares for Jane as a person. He sincerely values her even though she is poor. He values her character and not her status. 
Mr. Darcy leaves Rosings Park after writing his letter but Elizabeth is in the neighbourhood a little longer. Mrs. de Bourgh tries to persuade her to stay even longer because she can, in that case, personally accompany Elizabeth on her trip but Elizabeth declines this offer. Mrs. de Bourgh wants to accompany her because she feels “Young women should always be properly guarded and attended, according to their situation in life” (205) as one would guard his or her property and defend it from possible thieves. This is in fact not a strange thought since Mrs. de Bourgh’s own niece, Miss Darcy, was almost “stolen” by Mr. Wickham the way merchandise can be stolen from the stall. She was in fact guarded by Mrs. Younge but she turned out to be working together with Mr. Wickham. The more valuable the “objects” are, the more likely an attempt to “steal” them will be. Miss Darcy is very valuable since she is “worth” thirty thousand pounds. This shows Mr. Wickham’s character is not as good as everybody believes it to be. He is able to fool them with his fine manners but, in the meantime, he will grab what he can get. He persuades Miss Darcy to go with him after he convinces her of his love. She also values people for their character rather than for their fortune. She is willing to elope with someone poor as long as she cares for him. Lydia is stolen by him as well. She is not very valuable but he does take her without her family’s permission. 
Before Elizabeth leaves Hunsford, Mr. Collins tells her that he believes his wife and he himself “seem to have been designed for each other” (209). Again, “design” suggests an object rather than a person. Elizabeth makes it home safely after picking up her sister, Jane, in London. Her mother tries to find out if Jane has seen anything of Mr. Bingley during her stay in London but she does not succeed. She tells Elizabeth she “will always say that [Mr. Bingley] used [her] daughter extremely ill” (219-20) as if Jane is an object which can be used and rejected afterwards. Soon after Elizabeth’s return home, she leaves again for Derbyshire with her aunt and uncle. She, again, meets Mr. Darcy at his home, Pemberley. He returns this visit at the inn they are staying in and they “settled it that Mr. Darcy would bring his sister to visit her” (244). Again, Miss Darcy has no control over where she is taken. Her brother is bringing her with him instead of her accompanying him to visit Elizabeth. 
Elizabeth’s trip to Derbyshire is cut short because of her sister’s elopement with Mr. Wickham. Before she returns home, she explains to Mr. Darcy why she has to go. He asks her about her sister: “And what has been done, what has been attempted, to recover her?” (264). Mr. Wickham did not succeed in his attempt to “steal” Miss Darcy but he does succeed in “stealing” Lydia. Since Lydia is not very valuable financially, he apparently values her company. This seems to suggest he values people for there character but this is not the case because he never plans to marry her. He is actually ruining her and her family. Stolen objects are looked for and, indeed, an attempt is made to find Lydia. After a brief conversation he leaves her and she returns home together with her aunt and uncle. When they return her mother is in very low spirits. She always liked the Forsters because they were nice to Lydia but now believes she “always thought they were very unfit to have charge of her” (273) which shows she also thinks her “property” should be guarded. Someone has to be in charge of the property. 
Mr. Gardiner feels for his sister and assures her he will travel to London to “assist Mr. Bennet in every endeavour for recovering Lydia” (273) and Mrs. Bennet tells him to find Lydia and “if they are not married already, make them marry” (273). This is the second example in which Mrs. Bennet believes her daughter can be made to marry. In this case, she is right. They find her and she is forced to marry, although she is not unwilling. Her father wonders how it was managed as “Wickham’s a fool, if he takes her with a farthing less than ten thousand pounds” (288). Again, the choice of words shows Lydia does not act herself. She is forced to marry and Mr. Wickham is persuaded to take her. When Lydia returns a married woman, she describes the whole event and expresses how scared she was when her uncle had to leave on business because “to give [her] away”(302) like an object can be given away when it is no longer wanted or needed. “Give away” the bride is a traditional term in a marriage ceremony. However, Lakoff and Johnson stress that metaphors can be hidden in terms like this. Terms which are often used and are no longer recognised as being metaphorical. They are, however, still part of the metaphorical concept. 
Mrs. Bennet could not be more happy. She has three daughters married in the end. After Lydia, she also “got rid of  her two most deserving daughters” (364), Elizabeth and Jane. “Got rid” here suggests that Elizabeth and Jane were no longer wanted and Mrs. Bennet gets rid of them as she would get rid of, for example, a chair she does not like any more. She receives a good offer and gets rid of it. Elizabeth fears Mr. Bennet will not be as happy as his wife is because “filling him with fears and regrets in disposing of her, was a wretched reflection” (355). This is the second example in which a person is  “disposed of” like an object which is no longer needed. Fortunately, after he has made sure this is what she really wants, he is happy for her. 
The final part of the metaphorical concept, deals with objects which either “work” or not, or have “defects” just like an object or appliances someone owns can break or no longer work properly if they are not well maintained. This is the case when Charlotte gives her opinion on marriage to Elizabeth. She thinks, “it is better to know as little as possible of the defects of the person with whom you are to pass your life” (24). This underlines again that Charlotte is thinking of her future position in life rather than of respect for her husband. In her opinion, she will be happy because she will be comfortable. Elizabeth finds herself in another conversation about defects of a person when Miss Bingley tells her, “I am perfectly convinced that Mr. Darcy has no defect” (56) and she is judged herself when Mr. Collins says to her mother, “If therefore she actually persists in rejecting my suit, perhaps it were better not to force her into accepting me, because if liable to such defects of temper, she could not contribute much to my felicity” (108-9). Mr. Darcy does not just judge her but her entire family when he refers to them by naming, “the defects of [her] nearest relations” (193). She does not let him insult her and she, in turn, tells him what is wrong with him. His reply is: “My faults, according to this calculation, are heavy indeed!” (188). 






In Pride and Prejudice three marriage metaphors are present. These are: MARRIAGE IS A MARKET, MARRIAGE IS A BUSINESS DEAL and SINGLE PEOPLE ARE MERCHANDISE. Parents see and treat their single children as something they need to get rid of in a manner that brings as much advantages to themselves and their children as possible. These parents can be seen as the stallholders who are selling their merchandise: the children. Family members, besides the parents, can also be the stallholders. This is the case with Mr. Darcy who “owns” his sister, and Miss Bingley who meddles in her brother’s love life. Other single people can come to this market to admire, observe, compare, select, etc. the merchandise while it is on display and exhibited. 
Merchandise can also be “stolen” as is the case when Lydia elopes with Wickham. Everything, in such a case, must be done to recover the merchandise and “close the deal” by making them marry. If everything goes according to plan, the shoppers select merchandise and an offer is made and this will result in a deal between the stallholder and the shopper. In this case, marriage will take place but not before negotiations, terms and conditions are complied to, and everything, including money matters, is settled. The merchandise must be compared first because it can have defects. Men and women who are seen as objects, seem to have little control over their lives before they get married. However, the heroine of Pride and Prejudice, Elizabeth, does not believe in these metaphors. Through her, Jane Austen criticises society and she makes a case against the three metaphors by having Elizabeth end up in a prudent marriage, happier than all other characters in the book. 
Austen especially makes a case for a prudent marriage and against a mercenary marriage. Both women and men should not marry just because their partner has sufficient money. However, it is important to consider the future and what will be lived on. Everybody has to eat. But a marriage can only be happy when it is an equal marriage and the two characters match. This should be combined with the prudent motive. In some cases, this takes some psychic development, as Newman writes. This is the case for Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy. He has to overcome his pride and she needs to overcome her prejudice. This does happen and they form an excellent match. 
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